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PERSONAL  SLAVERY 


ESTABLISHED, 

By  THE  SUFFRAGES 
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CUSTOM  AND  RIGHT  REASON. 


BEING  A FULL 

ANSWER 

To  the  gloomy  and  vifionary  Reveries,  of  all 
the  fanatical  and  enthufiaftical  Writers  on 
that  Subject. 


However  amiable  Juftice  and  Virtue  may  be  in  our  abfl:ra(fl  ideas 
of  them  : the  policy  of  Kingdoms  and  Commercial  States, 
ought  ever  to  be  regulated  by  the  more  important  con- 
fiderations  of  neceffity  and  convenience. 

MaChiavelus  AmEricanus,  VoL  jd.  Page  273. 


Ai!  Difcord’s  harmony  not  iinderftood ; 

Ail  partial  evil,  univerfal  good : 

And,  fpite  of  Pride,  in  erring  Reafon’s  fplte. 

One  Truth  is  cicsLr,  ' Whatever  h,  is  right. 

Essay  on  Man. 
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The  dedication. 

To  THE  WORSHIPFHI.  COMMITTEE-MEN 
Or  THE  ROYAL  AFRICAN  COMPANY. 

May  it  please  your  W O P-  S H I P S, 

TH  E intention  of  the  publication  before  you,  be- 
ing to  vindicate  a caufe  which  has  been  a princi- 
pal objcaof  your  attention,  has  a confequent  claim  to 
your  patronage,  I fltall  therefore  make  no  apology  for 
inferibiner  it  to  you.  Notwithftanding  the  endeavours 
of  ignorant  bigots,  to  reprefent  the  Slave  trade  in  an  odi- 
ous light,  1 hope  this  humble  attempt  to  expofe  them,- 
will  meet  your  approbation  ; and  convince  the  world 
that  the  lultre  of  your  charadfers  is  by  no  means  im- 
paired, but  that  like-  pure  metal,  the  more  they  are  rub- 
bed by  thofe  enthufiaftic  advocates  for  liberty,  the  bright- 
er they  will  ihine.  I am  under  no  perfonal^  obligations 
to  you— the  gratitude  I feel  arifes  from  a nobier  fource 
it  is  a juft  tribute  to  chat  generous  difmterefted  exertion 
of  benevolence  and  philanthropy,  which  has  been  the 
principal  means  of  heaping  wealth  and  honours  on  Euro- 
peans and  Americans,  and  refeuing  many  millions  of 
wretched  Africans,  as  brands  from  the  fire,  and  even 
compelling  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  a more  refined  ftate 
ofhappinefs,  than  the  partiality  of  fate  had  affigned  them 
in  their  native  ftate,  Go  on,  worthy  firs  ! in  the  glori- 
ous work  ; and  continue  to  merit  from  every  liberal 
mind,  that  gratitude  and  admiration,  which  warmly  im- 
prefs  that  of,  honoured  gentlemen. 

Your  moft  obedient,  and  very  humble  fervant, 

The  a U d'  H O 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

IT  is  well  obfcrved  by  fome  author  I have  read,  that 
the  beft  human  inflitutions  partake  of  iipperfedlion  ; 
and  the  moft  excellent  conftitution  has  its  defe£ls.— • 
The  liberty  of  the  prefs  has  doubilefs  fome  advantages; 
but  it  may  be  queftioned  whether  thefe  outweigh  its  inr 
convcniencies.  We  may  certainly  reckon  among  the 
latter,  the  opportunities  with  which  it  furniflies  iveak 
men  of  venting  the  idle  dreams  of  a diftempered  brain  ; 
or  defigning  ones  of  carrying  on  their  dark  purpofes,  by 
inifreprefentation,  flander,  or  other  mifebievous  means* 
H^d  it  not  been  for  this  unreftrained  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
the  tafk  I have  undertaken  would  have  been  probably 
nccdlefs  ; and  I had  been  fpared  the  diftrefs  which  at- 
tends me,  in  being  obliged  toexpofe  my  poor  abilities  to 
the  publick  view.  Confiding  however  in  its  candour, 
I will  not  increafe  my  claim  on  its  patience  by  a long 
preface.  1 will  only  fay,  that  in  gratitude  to  the  author  of 
Slavery  net  forbidden  hyjcripiure^  &c.”  I have  endea- 
voured to  adopt  this  plan  fo  fully,  that  the  following' 
pages  may  anfwcr  the  purpofe^of  a fecond  edition  of  that 
celebrated  work,  with  fome  correilions,  tranfpofitions, 
and  emendations. 

New-Castle  County,  Nqv,  26th,  1773. 


PERSONAL 


''■1 

i 


I 


[1  T 


ll  ■.  ft-.: 

• ■ ^ \rr*  • . 

7 7^-  ii  i:-:v  ;;  Y 

■J-  :■  - ■ i’.. 

- i ' • 

" • ‘ 

► " . /'  . 

■ ■ ■■■  * ■ - r-  'li; 

\ ' ; ' ■ ■ 

.-•  i ■ •1-.::', 

;.,v 

. 

■V  ■ f : ■ . 

: ' 

■ t — . ■ 

-■ 

' . Ik.. 

' : » ■■''' 

, ';ick  ^ 

•>  i.:'* 

r;  :r  r k.i' 

• ^ 0.  . ; .i-  ^ ' ■ 

i 

.'/> 

■ / ''■•-*^;koI:  >o 

.r'  ^ ■!(.  r-  n 

: ' J 

{ 

■ ; 'V  i r 

— :■  i'{^ 

: ''1  1 ?:'•:< 

' •; 

V .i  '.-k’li 

. :.■  ■'■:i  i,.  ^.,5 

• ; r.  i ■ , ; ■■ 

-iU':- 

i. 

I,  ,:?i-l  . . ‘ • : 

->  - : 

, . ^ 

■>>j  ■ cL;V.> 

, ■ , ■.:■'  ■ ' 

. \ 

••  . " i ■'■■  ■•'  *•(  -.r.'. 

..  ; < '.  .] 

i r 

ii  . . r...  .-'•ti  i.;.y  , 

i ' ^ 

’ r- 

; 

■ . ’■'  : '•  :■  -.' 

' . i 

. •• 

. ' . - ir-V  i ' ' 

: ..  . 

■ . *> 

^ •.k.s  <yyl  . - ■•  '7 

* . - . • 

' * 

: r:  r 7-^; 

( 4 V • ; r * ■ • 

\>y  Ki  ;k,  r 

. : my  bh^4 



- 

' 

...  • • ■ 

( 7 ) 


t^ERSONAL  SLAVERY 

established,  &c. 


A V I N G attentively  perufed  feveral  of  the  late 
publications  on  the  i'ubjedl  of  perfonal  Slavery, 
I think  it  may  not  be  amifsif  1 ftate,  in  a fumniary  way, 
the  arguments  adduced  in  them  for  and  againft  the  prac- 
tice ; and  draw  fuch  con  cl  u Sons,  as  may  be  warranta- 
ble from  the  premifes.  Thefirft  on  the  fubjedt,  which 
I fhall  notice,  is  a pamphlet  intitled, 

Confiderations  on  keeping  Negroes ^ r.  iy  yokn  kFoolman* 

As  his  arguments  againft  thepradlice  are  all  drawn  from 
the  Old  and  New  Tefl:ament,and  their  authority  has  beea 
long  fince  rejedled  by  fome  of  our  moft  prevailing  fyftems 
of  politicks,  I think  it  is  iinnccelTary  to  fay  more,  than 
that  it  appears  to  be  the  dull  produ<3ions  of  a viuonary 
cnthufiaft. — The  next  work  in  my  catalogue,  is 
• * 

A Jhort  account  of  that  part  of  Africa  inhabited  by  the  Ne^ 
grees^  The  author  or  compiler  of  this  work  has 

taken  great  pains  to  convince  us,  that  he  concurs  W'ith  a 
^ number  of  other  authors  in  condemnation  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  as  unjuft,  cruel,  and  impolitic;  and  to  fupport 

their 
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their  opinions,  relates  a number  of  what  he  would  (up- 
pofe  arc  fa6ls.  Now  as  thofe  fuppofed  fa6ls  conftitute 
tail  foundation  of  moft  of  his  arguments,  if  they  are  remo- 
ved little  need  be  faid  to  prove  his  opinions  to  be  idle  and 
Jiugatory,  Thofe  fafls  aie  generally  the  relations  of 
men,  who  are,  or  have  been  concerned  or  employed  in  the 
tiradeto  Africa  for  Slaves,  unfupported  by  a fingleaffidavic, 
or  any  other  legal  proof  of  their  authority  ; and  moreovet 
men  fpeaking  in  acaufe  in  which  they  are  parties ; and 
therefore  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  tell  the  zvhole  truth,  even 
could  we  fuppofe  what  they  have  told  is  truth.  I could 
produce  numberlefs  authorities  from  our  law  books,  to 
prove  that  no  evidence  can  be  admitted  but  what  is 
well  eftabllihed  on  oathy  and  that  all  offered  by  parties 
to  the  matter  in  difpute,  muft  berejeded.  Such  is  the 
laW',  ahd  the  law  being  allowed  to  be  the  perfection  of 
re'afon,  it  follows  that  the  arguments  of  our  autnor  on 
the  fubjctSl  of  flavery,  ^re  not  only  unreafonable,  butal- 
fo  illegal,  and  therefore  inadmlffable* — Proceed  we  there- 
fore to  confider, 

A cautio'ri  and  warning  to  Great-Brlialn  and  her  coloniesy 
by  Ant.  Benezet.  1 v/ill  promife  that  on  a particular 
enquiry,  I have  found  that  this  gentleman  has  no  Ne- 
groes, and  no  concern  in  trade.  We  can  therefore  be 
at  no  difnculty  in  accounting  for  a certain  contraction 
of  reiiciment,  evident  in  his  abflraCt  ideas  of  right  and 
wi'ong.  They  are  merely  theoretick,  and  a little  acquain- 
tance with  men  and  things  would  convince  him,  are 
better  calculated  for  tfte  amufement  of  reclufe  bigots, 
than  the  attention  of  men  endued  wu’th  a more  liberal 
turn  of  thinking,  and  enlarged  ideas,  I'be  general  ar- 
guments he  has  made  ufe  of,  are  fo  fimilar  to  thole  of  the 
laft  mentioned  piece,  thst  the  obieClions  1 have  advanced 

in 
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in  confidering  thai^  are  alfo  applicabie  to  this.  The  ex- 
tra£l  ot  a fermon  preached  by  the  Bifiiop  of  Gloucefier, 
which  he  has  prefumptuoufly  tacked  to  the  end  of  his 
pamphlet,  is  1‘uch  an  abfurd  rhapfody,  as  in  lefs  corrupt 
times  would  have  deprived  the  Eifhop  of  his  See,  Per- 
haps it  has  been  tenderly  winked  at,  as  o-wing  to  that 
intenfc  application,  which  at  the  time  that  it  opened  the 
treafures  of  knowledge  to  his  view,  obfeured  his  facul- 
ties in  ufing  them. 

The  next  piece  on  the  fiibje6t,  w'hich  I have  met  v/ith, 

an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Brit  if)  fttt!e?ncnts  in 
America^  upon  Slave-keepings  ^c.  As  this  piece  is  par- 
ticularly animadverted  on  in  a judicious  and  very  candid 
defence  of  the  pradficc  in  general,  and  particulcjriy  of 
the  WelPlndia  planters  from  the  calumnies  it  contains, 
I (hall  {{\itethefum  of  the  arguments  from  each,  toge- 
ther. Thi:  laft  trad  is  entitled. 

Slavery  not  forbidden  by  Scripture  \ or  ^ 0 Defence  of  the 
JVefl- India  planters  from  the  a fperfionSs  '^c.  by  a IFejl-Indi- 
^n.  As  the  author’s  place  of  refidence  was  f'»ch,  as  muff 
alTord  him  the  belt  opporturiities  of  being  v/ell  acquaint- 
ed with  his  fubjed  ; and  it  does  not  appear  from  the  ti- 
.tle  page,  that  he  had  any  coiiccrn  in  the  (lave  trade,  nor 
had  reaped  any  advantage  from  the  labour  of  Haves,  vre 
cannot  hefitate  in  giving  his  fentiments  their  due  weight, 
in  oppofition  to  all  that  has  been  advanced  againft  Slavery, 
by  men  who  have  not  had  his  opportunities.  From  the 
obfervations  I have  already  made,  1 have  left  but  littie 
jroom  to  doubt  which  fide  of  the  question  I efpoufc  ^ and 
it  will  appear  further  evident  from  thofc  I may  make,^as 
in  exprefling  rny  fentiments  of  the  addrefs  I /hall  be  apt, 
very  frequently  to  nfe  the  vtords  of  the  Defence,  in  adopt- 
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)ng  this  method,  I hope  I fhall  not  incur  the  charge  of 
plagiarifm,  as  I believe  the  eflence  of  that  crime  confifts 
in  borrowino;  from  an  author  without  confeflinfr  the 

o 

debt.  Thefe  things  being  premifed,  I fliall  proceed  to 
’ confider  the  Addrefs  not  only  as  it  relates  to  Slavery,  but 
alfo  as  a moft  fcandalous  atid  audacious  libel  on  every  in- 
dividual inhabitant  oi every  ifland  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

The  author  of  the  Addrefs,  pretending  to  aim  at  the 
reformation  of  mankind,  points  out  the  pra6lice  of  per- 
fonal  Slavery,  as  one  particular  that  he  thinks  requires  it, 
and  recommends  the  adoption  of  a plan  that  he  opines 
would  be  likely  to  abolifti  it,  never  giving  himfelf  time 
to  confider  our  natural  frailties — the  impoflibility  of  ab- 
folute  perfedion— that  there  are  faults  in  every  human 
inftitution,  and  that  till  felf-intereft  ceafes  to  have  influ- 
ence over  the  actions  of  men,  propofals  that  ftrike  at 
the  very  root  of  their  temporal  interefts — their  eafe — 
their  convenience  and  grandeur,  will  never  be  liftened  to. 
He  might  as  well  have  poured  forth  his  eloquence  againft 
the  lawlefs  ambition  of  Kings  in  facrificing  millions  of 
their  fellow  creatures — the  kriavery  of  Statefmen — the 
avarice  of  Biftiops,  Lawyers,  Phyficians  arid  Merchants 
— the  endlefs  endeavours  of  men  univerfally  to  overreach 
oneanother,  and  the  continued  feeneof  bloodflied  and  cru- 
elty exhibited  by  moft  of  our  favourite  fports  ; all  which 
it  is  evident,  from  his  not  mentioning  them,  he  fecretly 
approves  \ I fay,  he  might  as  well  have  poured  forth  his 
eloquence  on  all  or  any  of  thefe,  as  exercife  his  declama- 
tory pov/ers  on  Slavery.  A man  of  a liberal  and  benevo- 
lent way  of  thinking,  would  have  feen  that  they  are  all 
but  rhe  necelTary  confequences  of  the  imperfe£tion  of  our 
nature  \ and  that  his  leifure  hours  might  have  been  bet- 
ter employed,  than  in  railing  at  flavery,  which  at  the 

w^orft 
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word  cannot  be  faid  to  facrifice  millions  for  fo  trifling  a 
pittance  as  a fmall  fpot  of  land. 

The  Addrefler  abfurdly  endeavours  to  prove  fromfcrip- 
ture,  that  the  Slavery  tolerated  by  the  Mofaic  law,  was 
eflentially  different  from  that  now  impofed  on  the  Afri- 
cans; and  gives  fome  reafons  (as  fpeclous  as  he  can  make 
them)  to  convince  us  they  might  have  particular  reafons 
for  the  kind  of  flavery  they  did  tolerate.  He  might  as 
well  have  inferred  that  if  the  advocates  for  Slavery,  juf- 
tify  the  pradice  under  that  law ; the  other  parts  of  it,  in 
every  particular,  areftill  obligatory;  and  although  fub- 
jecting  us  to  fome  inconvenient  ceremonies,  would  give 
us  a title  to  many  valuable  priviledges,  as  turning  olFa 
wife  we  might  be  tired  of,  kc.  &c.  But  as  I obferved 
at  fetting  out,  the  authority  of  feripture  is  now  general- 
ly rejected  by  men  of  a liberal  way  of  thinking.  I fhall 
therefore  be  more  brief  on  any  arguments  drawn  from  it 
on  either  fide,  and  confine  myfelf  tofuch,  as  in  my  own 
opinion,  are  reafonable  and  in  point.  Is  it  not  highly 
probable  that  the  Africans  wc  enflave,  are  defeendants  of 
the  very  fame  Heathen  that  were  7'ound  about  the  If- 
raelites,  who  we  all  know  lived  a long  time  in  Africa  ? 
If  fo,  as  they  ftill  remain  unconverted,  are  they  not  yet 
in  the  fame  predicament  with  their  anceftors  ? And  as, 
without  much  arrogance  we  may  efteem  ourlelves  as  If- 
raelites,  or  at  leaft  defeended  from  them,  will  it  be  de- 
nied that  we  are  entitled  to  the  liberty  of  enflaving  the 
Africans  and  the  round  about  us  alfo  ? This  laft 

is  a trade  we  might  drive  on  with  very  little  (hipping, 
and  may  be  worthy  of  confideration. 

Our  author,  in  attempting  to  prove  the  inconfiftenev 
of  Slavery  under  the  Chriiiian  difpenfation,  is  quite 
B 2 l^lafphe.i.ous. 
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blafphcmousi  He  wculJ  infer  tliat  although  there  is  n» 
exprejs  precept  againft  the  Slave-trade  to  Africa  or  keep- 
ing Slaves,  they  are  both  abfolutely  repugnant  to  the  very 
genius  and  fpirit  of  Chriftianity-  Juft  as  if  we  were  to 
imagine  any  evil  was  intended  to  be  removed  that  was 
not  cxprcfsly  forbidden  in  the  New^-Teftainent.  This 
w'ould  be  to  fuppofe  that  the  lawlefs  ambition  of  Kings 
facrificing  minions  of  their  fellow  creaturei,  and  the  lit- 
tle catalogue  of  other  neceffary  confequences  of  the  im- 
pel fcclicncf  our  nature,  before' mentioned,  are  inconfift- 
entwnth  the  Chiiftian  religion.  How  abfurd  is  fuch  rea- 
foning?  How  impious  its  author  ! ’Tis  well  he  is  noC 
within  the  reach  of  a Popifli  inquifition  ; he  certainly 
W’ould  have  made  a principle  character  in  an  Auto  clef e. 

Kotwithftanding  his  abfurditics, -anJ  his  being  totally 
Unacquainted  with  the  fubjeef^  I admit  his  arguments 
have  fome  weight  in  thefe  northern  colonies.  Truth 
and  juftice  fiiould  have  very  diftinci  ideas  annexed  to 
them  at  the  pole,  from  what  they  convey  under  theequi- 
nodlial.  There  is  a certain  political  iiecejpty  by  which 
thofe  ideas  fhould  be  regulated  ; and  as  this  neceffity  may 
be  very  difrerent  in  different  latitudes,  a pra£lice  may 
be  meritorious  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  in  Canada  is 
far  otherwife.  Had  our  author  and  bis  afibciates  confined 
their  flander  to  their  own  countrymen,  and  exprefsly  QX- 
cepted  the  Weft-Indians  from  any  fliare  in  them,  I ftiould 
have  had  no  objeclion  to  the  difplay  of  their  jibi  litres; 
He  certainly  never  confiuered  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Britifli  ifiands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  hold  to  the  value  of 
/.22,C00,C00  in  live  ftock,  exclufive  of  quadrupeds 
and  other  chattels  ; and  that  were  his  pernicious  doc- 
trines, (which  thus  impioufiy  exclude  the  idea  of  poli- 
tical neceffity)  to  prevail,  they  might  foon  be  twenty- 
tvvo  millicns  of  money  poorer  than  they  now  efteem 

themfclves 
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themfelves  to  be.— Rum,  Sugar^  Rice  and  Indiga 
are  inciifpenfible  neccffaries  oflife^  and  if  we  excludeNe- 
groes,  we  muft  introduce  white  men  in  their  cultivation, 
which  would  never  anfwer  for  they  could  not  fuftaln 
the  labour  as  well  as  blacks,  as  this  author  himfelf  is 
pleafed,  with  uniifual  candour,  to  allow  ; and  perhaps 
it  might  be  rather  difHcult  (cfpeciaily  if  they  w^ere  Bri- 
tons) to  perfuade  them  to  fubmit,  to  what  their  matters 
might  think  a proper  corrcciion  in  compelling  them  to 
it.  The  obftinacy  of  their  tempers  might  occafion  aa 
exertion  offpirit  in  the  matters,  that  would  fometiraes 
bring  the  lives  of  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former  into 
fome  danger,  as  without  doubt  it  would  happen  now 
and  then,  that  a forviving  fellow  fervarit  might  be  hardy 
enough  to  inform,  and  claim  the  vengeance  of  the  laws, 
which  in  the  cafe^of  white  men,  may  not  be  fuffered  to 
remain  as  they  now  are;  Befidcsthis,  there  would  be  a 
danger  that  induttrious  fervants  would  frequently  become 
matters  ; and  if  this  ever  happened  in  the  fugar  colonies^ 
and  they  were  not  able  to  make  fifty  hogfheads  of  fugar 
each  ; by  joining  in  the  expence,  they  might  obviate  the 
difficulties  arifihg  from  thegreat  expence  of  fugar- vi  orks  i 
for  it  appears  it  is  no  more  v/orth  while  to  eredl  proper 
works  for  the  manufadure  of  any  lefs  quantity,  than  ic 
would  be  in  a wheat  country,  for  every  petty  farmer  to 
build  a mill  for  the  grinding  his  owji  grain.  By  fuch 
means  in  time  the  great  ettates  of  the  Weft-Indians 
Would  be  divided,  and  many  families,  who  by  honeft 
induftry  have  rifen  to  affiuence,  could  rife  no  higher^ 
This  would  probably  difeourage  (hat  profufion  of  ex- 
pence,  for  which  the  VVett- Indians  have  been  always 
remarkable,  and  which  has  been  fo  advantageous  to' the 
Mother  Country,  a confideration  highly  worthy  of  at- 
tention} even  if  by  filch  adivifioa  of  ettates,  the  reve- 
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nuek  of  government  were  not  leiTcnedi  which  would  cer- 
tainly  be  the  cafe  if  the  number  of  zuhiles  was  increafed, 
who  would  undoubtedly  confume  more  among  themfelves. 
Now  the  quantity  of  Wcft-India  produce  dots  not  only 
benefit  Britain  in  refped:  to  the  revenue,  but  the  Sugar, 
&c.  fent  home,  by  giving  employment  to  the  refiners  of 
Sugar,  failors,  ftiip-builders,  &c.  alfo  an  inereafe 

of  its  inhabitants;  vrhetherby  any  prolific,  or  what  other 
quality  in  the  Sugar,  &c.  I cannot  tell  ; but  fuch  is  the 
fad,  as  I am  informed  by  the  Defence, 

Was  government  fufliciently  ftupid  to  liflen  to  the  com- 
plaint of  the  author  of  Addrefs  his  aflbeiates,  or 
any  fuch  vifionary  enthufiafts,  and  proclaim  liberty  to 
four  hundred  thoufand  Negroes,  who  are  faid  to  be  in  the 
Britifh  illands  only,  it  is  raofl:  probable  that  near  four 
thoufand  gentlemen  Chriftians,  and  among  them  feme 
of  the  licheft  Britifh  fubjeds,  would  be  immediately  re- 
duced to  a moft  calamitous  fituation— would  be  obliged 
to  content  themfelves  v/ith  what  they  have  already  fo 
equitably  acquired  by  their  labour  ; and  one  hundred 
times  that  number  of  poor  ftupid  Negroes  would  be  turn- 
ed adrift,  and  forever  after  deprived  of  their  kind  care 
and  protedion.  What  an  unchriftian  condud  would 
this  be  ? I am  really  quite  tired  of  this  writers  abfurdi- 
ties  s nor  lefs  fhocked  at  his /want  of  humanity. 

Had  he  and  his  aflbeiates  confined  themfelves  to  the 
fuppofed  propriety  of  prohibiting  the  African  trade  in  ge- 
neral terms,  Ifhould  not  have  felt  the  leaft  defire  of  com- 
batting their  opinions.  But  he  has  reprefented  the  Weft- 
India  Planters  as  afet  of  hardened  monfters  ; or  at  leaft 
that  many  cruel  punifhments  are  infiided  on  their  Slaves 
\)y  Jorne  of  them.  He  little  thinks  1 can  trace  mofP  of 
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his  malicious  hints  to  the  identical  perfons  he  aims  at. 
Dqcs  he  idly  imagine  that  there  is  any  difficulty  in  feeing 
that  the  fyringe  of  his  venom  is  principally  levelled  ao;ainfl 

the  Hon.  Mr. of  Bar — s,  John , Efq;  of  An- 

t — a,  Mr.  of  St.  K — s, — a certain  Honourable 

and  worthy  gentleman  of  Jam — ca,  who  commonly  wears 
bluecloaths,  &c.  &c.  I could  point  out  feveralothers who 
are  evidently  the  particular  objecSls  of  his  flander,  w'ere 
I fo  difpofcd  ; but  thefe  are  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  pub- 
lic, that  his  refleclions  arc  altogether and  that 
his  Addrefs  is  written  folely  with  a defign  to  fpread  them. 
As  to  his  particular  inliances  of  barbarity,  he  does  not 
mention  one  that  is  well  fupported  by  proof,  and  we  can- 
not admit  the  pollibility  of  the  fails,  as  the  author  of  the 
Defence  ailurcs  us  he  never  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  one  fm- 
gle  inftance  as  particularized  in  the  Addrefs^  &c.  and 
yet  with  a candour  that  is  ever  the  companion  of  truth, 
he  does  allow  a yjria  iriftances  of  the  kind  mentioned,  had 
happened.  One  or  t^yo  more  of  thefe  fanatic  writers  ad- 
duce authorities  for  fome  of  their  afTertions  cf  this  fort.  I 
Would  not  offer  to  impeach  the  credit  of  Sir  Hans  Sloan, 
,but  he  was  certainly  a milky  tempered  man,  whofe  mincl 
was  not  properly  imprefled  with  the  idea  of  the  political 
necejfity  of  fuch  a conduit  to  keep  flaves  in  proper  awe ; 
and  I muft  fay,  I think  as  he  had  received  civilities  from 
many  gentlemen  in  Jamaica,  and  confiderable  additions 
were  there  made  to  his  colleilion  of  natural  curiofities, 
his  charaiter  as  z gentleman  would  have  fiione  quite  as 
confpicuoufly,  had  he  fupprefTed  fome  of  his  refleitions  on 

their  behaviour  to  their  flaves. The  deferving  part 

of  the  Negroes  will  maintain  their  good  behaviour,  and 

the 
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the  worthis?rs  from  motives  of  fear  take  care  never  to  ?He-. 
Tit  punifhmenc  ; fo  that  the  little  feverity  commonly  ufed 
among  them  is  unmerited  and  merely  in  Terrorem.  But 
when  they  are  faulty,  and  you  omit  correction,  they  will 
furely heartily  at  your  folly.  If  you  are  fool dh 
enough*  to  be  indulgent  and  ^afy  with  them,  they  will 
pot  only  exercife  their  rifible  faculties,  but  become  com- 
pleat  villains  ; and  the  chances  are  ten  to  one  that  your 
particular  favourites  are  the  ringleaders  in  every  infurree- 
tion.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  fuch  is  their  clemency 
and  forbearance,  that  the  moft  feyere  penalties  are  in- 
flioled  on  any  one  who  chaftifes  a Ne2:roe  without  ac- 
quainting the  proprietor,  or  if  he  fhould  unluckily  be  in 
England,  why  then  rather  than  youfliould  be  laughed  at 
(which  we  all  know  is  very  provoking)  a formal  complaint 
to  his  Manager,  who  is  always  or  generally  a gentleman 
by  birth  or  education,  will  anfwer  the  purpofe.  The 
w'hlp  with  which  the  driver  always  follow  the  Negroes 
while  at  their,  work,  is  only  carried  as  a badge  of  autho- 
rity, and  fo  little  ufed,  that  like  Edward  the  Confeffjr’s 
feeptre,  it  may  be  handed  down  to  fucceeding  generati- 
ons. 

Another  o^jeflion  of  our  fagacious  AddreJJor  is  poinU 
edat  the  feverity  of  the  law^s  in  the  fouthern  colonies  and 
jflands,  refpedEng  Negroes.  His  ignorance  accompanies 
him  in  every  line  ; and  yet  I admit  that  at  firft  fight, 
many  of  them  do  really  appear  harih,  and  give  an  idea 
rather  unfavourable  of  the  clemency  of  their  le^iflatures  j 
but  on  examination,  the  harlhnefs  of  this  firft  appearance 
will  entirely  vanifh  ; they  will  appear  excufeable  and 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  government,  and  fafety 

of 
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of  the  white  people.  Thus  the  loofning  of  (he  fogs  of  ig- 
norance, when  difpelled  by  the  wdnds  of  political  ncceffity^ 

W'ill  no  more  deceive  us. The  difproportion  of  winteG 

and  blacks  is  there  very  great  ; and  fe!f-pref?rvation, 
that  lird;  and  ruling  principle  oT  huir  an  nature,  has  made 
them  jealous  and  perioap:  fcvcrc  in  their  laws,  but  t!'.ey 
arc  but  mere  threats  2iS  it  w ere,  and  only  held  no,  as  the 
drivers  whip,  to  intimidate  delinquents.  I'hcy  are 
found  to  be  efTcntirl  in  the  v::ry  being  of  tliofe  colonfe^. 
Is  it  not  ftrange  :hat  thofe  thunder  headed  feribb’ers  car. not 
view  them  through  the  medium  of  this  political  ncccdity 
on  which  I have  fo  clearly  infiftcd  r — Slaves  arc  r.cvcr 
pun i filed  but  for  the  niofl:  flagrant  erhnes,  nor 
condemned  without  the  cleared  proo:';  nay,  fuclii;:thelr 
. tendernefs  on  this  head,  that  1 iiave  known  a Immartc 
gentleman  frequently  to  conceal  r!^e  mofl:  attrccious 
crime,  rather  than  fufFerthe  unhappy  perpetjator  to  be 
pu ni filed  with  To  fuppofe  th::t  ' m ;flcrs  would 

choofe  to  forfeit  their  firvice  forever,  which  is  the  unde- 
juablc  ccnfcqucnqc  of  capital  pumfhment,  would  be  to 
prove  them  deftitute  of  common  fenfe  as  well  as  cornpaf- 
fion.  In  fome  cafes  We  allow  flives  hsve  been  burnt  or 
gibited  alive,  but  neither  of  thefe  modes  of  punifijment, 
jior  any  oth^rever  ufed  among  them,  cr.-n  come  under  the 
idea  of  feverity,  if  we  refleci  on  what  Ravailac,  Damicrr, 
and  others  have  fufFered  for  murdering,' or  attempting 
to  murder  Kings,  or  even  that  erne/  Ifiaelitifii  prafHc^e 
of  boreing  the  ear  of  a Slave  with  an  avvl,  aiid  obliging 
him  to  do  all  his'  work  fajiejied  in  that  fijocking  manner 
to  a door  poft,  wdiich  his  probable  he  was  obliged  to  drag 
' after  him,  when  he  had  occafion  to  iiiove. 

Tii*^ 
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The  charge  of  ftarvin^r  their  Slaves  is  as  i^touncllefs. 

O O O' 

fend  may  as  eafily  be  refuted.  Would  you,  wife  Sir  ! 
efteeni  it  good  policy  to  ftarve  a yoke  ofoxen,  and  efpeci- 
felly  in  feed  time  and  hafvefi,  cn  the  labour  of  which 
you  depended  for  bread  ? It  is  certainly  true  that  they  do 
not  invite  he2;roCs  to  their  turtle  feafis,  nor  feed  them 
with  the  niceft  dairtties  ; but  they  have  a proper  allow- 
ance of  corn  in  all  places ; in  feme  they  are  ftllowed  a 
part  of  Sunday,  and  in  others  even  all  that  day,  to  raife 
their  own  proVifions.  Nay,  it  is  not  very  uncommon 
for  very  good  mafters,  togivethem  their  daily  allowance, 
and  all  Sunday  befides  to  themfelves-  Hence  it  fome- 
times  happens  that  provident  cunning  fellows  (for  fuch 
there  are  even  among  thefe  brutes)  have  been  known  to 
fell  quantities  of  produce,  and  indu!j;e  them- 

felves  with  a variety  of  luxuries. 

It  is  very  evident  that  notwithftandlng  the  accounts 
of  fabulous  voyagers,  the  Negroes  on  the  wcflern  coafts 
of  Africa,  are  the  mod  ftupid,  bealtly  race  of  animals  in 
human  (liapei^  of  any  in  the  whole  world.  The  brutali- 
ty, nadinefs,  indolence  and  other  criminal  propenfities 
of  the  Hottentots,  are  a convincing  proof  of  the  truth 
of  my  affertion  ; and  though  I admit  they  are  not  dedi- 
tute  of  hofpitality  to  Ilrangers  (of  which  iTfop  gives  us 
many  iniiances,  even  in  four  footed  beads)  yet  I am  far 
frr  m thinking  this  can  counterbalance  their  execrable 
fondnefs  for  raw  flefh. — The  author  of  Defence 
thnf  there  are  four  or  five  different  fpecies  of  men,™wdth 
fiibmifiion,  I will  limit  them  to  four,  viz.  id,  Eurone- 
ans,  2d5  Affiaticks,  3d,  Americans,  and  4th,  Africans, 
land  retracing  the  word fubditute  which  is 

more  expreiiive  of  my  idea  as  being  a general  term,  by 

‘ which 
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which  I would  diftlnguilh  the  laft  as  only  a fpecles  of  that 
genus^  thou2.h  utterly  devoid  of  reafon.  Carrying  this 
idea  a little  [urthcr,  I would  yet  fubdiVide  the  Afi leans 
in‘o  five  aranging  them  in  the  order  as  they  ap- 

proach nearclt  to  reafon,  as  i d,  Negroes,  2d,  Ourang 
Outangs,  3J,  Apes,  4:h,  Baboons,  and  5lh,  Monkeys. 

T he  opinion  of  their  irrationality  is  fo  well  fupported  by 
that  to  thofe  acquainted  'with  them,  i need  ad- 
vance very  litde  on  the  fubjeed  ; but  to  remove  every 
fcruple  from  the  fceptic,  a little  undeniable  evidence  may 
not  be  improper.— There  never  was  a civilized  nation  of 
any  other  complexion  than  whiles  nor  ever  any  indivi- 
dual eminent  either  in  adfion  or  fpecuUtiop.  that  was  not 
rather  inclining  to  the  fair.  Africa,  except  a fmall  part 
of  it,  inhabited  by  thofe  of  our  o a h colour,  is  totally 
overrun  with  Barbarifm — nuy  fuch  is  the  contaminating 
influence  of  black,  that  I fear  I need  not  except  even  the 
vrhlies  among  them.  Perhaps  this  obfervation  may  affift 
us  in  accountiiig  for  the  fe  w appearances  of  Rai  barifm  we 
now  and  then  difcover  among  xh^iuhites  in  our  fouihern 
colonies  and  iflands,  where  bheks  bear  fo  large  a propor- 
tion to  their  number.  But  to  proceed  from  this  fhortdi- 
greffion,  Africa  haS' no  kingdoms  of  any  eminence,  but 
chiefly  confifts  of  petty  monarchies,  excepting  Bildulge- 
rid,  Ethiopia,  Nubia,  Abiflinla,  Morocco,  and  many 
others  that  aie  rather  large.  Thattliey  are  r?// perpetually 
at  war  with  each  other,  vre  are  well  aflured,  for  it  is  cer- 
tainly the  cafe  with  all  the  petty  natiops,  that  are  not  ve- 
ry diftant  from  our  European  Eufforics  on  their  weftern 
poads,  from  the  river  Senegvl  to  tl)e  Cape  of  Good  [-fopc^ 
the  Flottsntots,  Ferlys  and  fomc  few  others,  oniv  ex- 
cepted. The  flupidity  of  the  natives  cannot  be  attribu- 
ted to  climatcj  for  that  rule  would  alfo  efTcdl  theChinefo 
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?*ncl  the  Wefl-Indians  themfelvcs  ; and  beficlcs,  the 
Moors  (who  arc  fituatcd  at  no  great  diftancc  from  the 
Slave  coa{{j)  have  always  madx?  a figure  in  hihory,  and 
the  Egyptians  were  once  eminent  for  the  progrefs  of  the 
arts.  But  tliefe  are  rafrrer  inidances  of  the  powers  of  fuga- 
cious inftindlthan  a p'  oof  of  iny  opinion,  refpe£ling  the 
irrationality  of  all  Africans,  being  erroneous.  Let  not  any 
in  anfvvcr  to  what  I have  faiJ  relating  to  their  govern- 
ments and  w^ars,  ol>jecl  the  fimilarity  o'defeription  given 
by  Tacitus  and  other  Tiftoi  ians,  of  many  European  na- 
tions in  early  ages.  Such  an  objection  can  have  no 
weight,  when  we  confider  the  Europeans  are  bleff^d  with 
rcafon,  and  therefore  capab^’e  of  improvement,  Bcfides 
the  defci  Iptions  of  thi..  kind  are  made  by  Roman  authors, 
who  generally  gave  an  exaggerated  piSlureof  the  manners 
of  any  people  with  whom  they  whereat  war,  and  efpeci- 
ally  if  they  had  any  particulrr  defigns  on  them,  or  fo  en- 
flave  them  or  any  thing  clfe  for  which  they  could  pretend 
no  juft  authoity,  for  fuch  reprefentations  might  afford 
them  fomeexcafe  fo”  ie  ir  lavvlefs  ambition.  This  fur- 
iiifncs  us  too,  wnthanother  ftrong  reafon  for  difereditino* 
abundance  of  idle  tales,  on  w'hich  the  arguments  of  thefc 
gloomy  oppugnersof  Slavery  are  founded,  as  i have  before 
obferved. 

I could  never  perceive  the  Africans  have  the  moft  dif- 
tant  notions  of  a fupreme  being,  which  had  they  any  ra- 
tional powers,  they  would  certainly  have  either  by  intu- 
ition, or  the  benefit  of  the  conneiiion  which  thofe  near 
our  fadories  efpecially  inuft  have  with  abundance  of  pl^ 
white  people,  whofe  lawful  concerns  carrying  them 
into  Africa,  we  may  fuppofe  fpare  no  opportunities  of 
benefitting  them  in  any  fenfe.  In  the  converfarion  of 
-thefo,  the  Negroes  would  frequently  hear  imprecations, 

that 
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thr.t  would  communicate  the  notion  of  the  whites  on  this 
I'ubjeci.  They  have,  however,  a confufed  notion  of  an 
evil  fpirit  called  ^Jurnbee.  who  is  able  to  do  them  mifchiefj 
and  it  is  a cuftom  among  them  to  hang  a broken  bottle, 
a bit  of  rag,  or  any  thing  elfe  by  v/ayof  charm  near  their 
ground,  which  they  call  Oby^  and  is  I fuppofe  their  good 
fpirit.  When  their  property  is  thus  guarded,  few  Ne- 
groes will  have  the  boldnefs  to  ftealany  part  of  it.  How 
fuch  irrationals  came  by  even  fo  much  religion  is  hard  to 
find,  except  we  may  be  allowed  a conjedure  that  they 
have  a faint  notion  of  image  worihip  ; borrow'cd  proba- 
bly from  Roman  itinerant  Miffionaries,  as  I think  Baretti 
tells  us  that  among  the  Catholicks,  when  any  indecency 
is  intended  in  the  prefence  of  a pidure  Saint  or  Madona, 
a cloth  is  care! ally  placed  before  the  pidure  to  conceal 
fuch  indecency  from  their  view.  They  aifo  make  fome 
liltle  (hew  of  religion  at  their  funerals,  but  this  too  may 
be  well  attributed  to  imitation  ; and  we  may  afEgn  the 
fame  caufe,  if  we  difeover  any  thing  like  fentiments  of 
friendfhip,  gratitude,  or  other  focial  tics  among  them. — 
In  arts  and  fciences,  they  have  never  made  the  lead  pro- 
grefs,  which  Is  another  -^.  rong  pi  oof  of  their  brutalitv'. 
In  their  mufic,  although  there  feems  to  be  a kind  of  dif- 
cordant  harmony,  I have  never  been  able  to  difeover 
iheir  having  any  notion  of  tht  gamut neither  have  they 
adopted  our  bcfl  f)  item  of  aftronomy.  V/hen  did  we  ever 
hear  of  a Caradacus  or  a Newton,  a Eoadicea  or  a Con- 
fucius cxiiling  In  Africa.  It  is  true  hiftory  informs  us 
that  it  once  had  a Hannibal,  a Ptolemy  and  a Hippar- 
clius,  but  then  there  is  no  pofitive  proof  of  their  being 
natives  of  it. — The  author  of  the  addrefs  has  attempted 
to  proVe  they  have  genius,  I v^  ill  be  candid  enourrji 
to  allo  w there  have  been'  furprizing  infranccs  of  docility  in 

Negroes. 
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Negroes.  Such  for  inftance  was  that  of  a Negroe  fellow 
in  Jaunaica,  who  fecmed  to  have  fome  parts  and  learning, 
and  <5ould  talk  in  a manner,  that  had  his  colour  beeo 
concealed,  and  he  had  fl:uck.a  piece  of  wax  on  his  nofc  to 
make  ic  a little  more  prominent,  might  have  been  milta- 
ken  for  a rational  creature  poflelling  a tolerable  knowledge 
in  the  law.  I have  myfelf  feen  feveral  Negroes,  who  by 
dint  of  great  labour  and  aticnrion  in  their  owners,  have 
become  very  good  mechanicks,  as  jewellers,  watch-ma- 
kers, &c.  Nay  I have  known  more  than  one  of  them 
who  Vi^ere  capable  of  keeping  a fet  of  books  in  the  Italian 
method  in  a neat  cerredf  manner.  But  we  are  not  to 
fuppofe  a few  fuch  inflances,  or  that  a mere  Lufus  Natu- 
re;^ can  add  any  ftrength  to  the  fuppofition  of  their  being 
endued  with  reafon.  We  all  know  that  extraordinary 
inftances  of  docility  in  brutes  have  naturally  excited  great 
admiration  in  all  ages.  Pliny  and  many  others  have  giv- 
en us  furprizing  relations  of  this  kind,  and  I have  been 
told  when  a boy,  of  an  elephant  in  Africa  following  the 
occupation  of  a tinker  with  fome  reputation.  The  inge- 
nuity of  mechanicks  have  alfo  fuinifhcd  us  with  occafions 
of  wonder  in  imitations  of  divers  kinds  \ for  inftance, 
the  inanimate  flying  eagle  at  V ienna— the  crowing  cock 
at  Stralburg — the  fpeaaing  clock  in  Ireland,  and  abun- 
dance more,  which  fufficiently  prove  the  ingenuity  of 
Europeans,  but  do  by  no  means  convince  us  that  the  faid 
eagle,  cock  and  clock  were  rational  beings.  Indeed  what 
we  are  told  of  ingenuity  in  Negroes,  has  fometimes  allt-». 
lie  ftaggered  my  hypothefis;  and  would  induce  a fufpicioa 
of  their  mother’s  fidelity,  was  not  the  whole  race  of  them 
fo  extremely  forbidding  in  their  perfons  ; and  the  antipa- 
thy of  all  the  whites  to  them  and  their  defce'ndants  fo  un- 
conquerable, as  entirely  to  farisfy  me  on  chat  head.  The 
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probability  of  the  falfity  of  fuch  relations,  or  of  their 
ing  much  exaggerated  to  gratify  a natural  fondnefs  for 
the  marvellous  and  wonderful,  is  much  more  in  its  fa- 
vour. 

The  Addrejpr  endeavours  to  convince  us  that  Negroes 
pine  and  degenerate  in  theiflands.  It  is  evidently  other- 
wife  ; for  Vv^hen  an  eftate  there  is  fold,  much  higher  pri- 
ces are  given  for  their  two  footed  flock  born  in  the  Wcfl- 
Indies,  than  for  thofe  imported  from  Africa. — Would 
this  wife  acre  himfelf  give  as  much  for  a horfe  W’hich  had 
not  been  broke  to  the  fhafts  or  faddle,  as  for  one  that  had 
thofe  advantages  ? Surely  not. 

He  then  goes  on  with  his  objeclions  to  the  method  of 
carrying:  on  the  Slave-trade.  The  reafons  I fuggefled  in 
my  obfervations  on  the  pamphlets  I firft  took  notice  of, 
preclude  the  necefiity  of  my  enlarging  on  this  particular 
point.  It  is  very  plain  that  Slaves  are  bought  in  a fair 
courfe  of  trade  ; and  even  could  he  prove  that  it  is  not 
in  the  courfe  of  a fair  trade,  it  would  be  noth  ing  to  the 
purpofe — if  a commodity,  a cow  for  inllance,  is  brought 
tome  for  fale,  is  it  my  bufinefs  to  enter  with  a critical 
nicety,  into  an  enquiry  by  what  means  the  feller  procured  ^ 
her  ? I am  fure  if  1 did,  I fhould  forfeit  all  pretenfions  to 
the  charader  of  a gentlemen  ; and  I am  as  confident, 
that  whatever  the  means  are,  by  which  (laves  arc  brought 
among  us,  or  whether  their  fervitude  in  the  Wcfl-Indies  is 
voluntary  or  not ; or  even  if  J fliould  admit  all  the  accounts 
of  the  villainies  and  cruelties  pradlifed  in  the  trade  were 
fliort  of  the  truth,  I fnould  yet  bejuflified  in  thepurchafe 
of  them,  as  it  is  a mod  certain  introd  udion  to  health  and 
happinefs  in  a fituation,  where  they  have  fewer  cares,  and 
Jefs  anxiety  about  to-morrow,  than  any  people  in  the  whole 
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work?.  They  have  (in  a general  way  however)  their  ufaal 
allowance  of  provifions,  and  are  entirely  exempted  from  all 
the  diftrefles  attendant  on  v/ar.  The  Negroe  it  is  true, 
cannot  eafily  change  his  mafter,  but  to  make  amends  for 
this  flight  inconvenience,  he  enjoys  a fingular  advantage' 
over  his  brother  in  freedom  of  being  cayefully  attended  in 
ficknefs,  and  of  having  the  fame  provifion  in  old  age  asin 
youth.  Inftead  of  being  opprefied  to  feed  a large  family, 
like  the  free  comfortiefs  labourers  in  Europe,  the  more 
children  he  has,  the  richer  he  becomes  ; for  the  morr'.ent 
a child  is  born,  the  happy  parents  receive  as  much  addi- 
tional provifion,  as  with  their  own  allowance,  will 
amount  to  more  than  they  can  eat ; and  in  cafe  of  their 
own  death,  (if  by  living  among  zvhites^  thev  IhoulJ 
chance  to  have  attained  any  thing  like  refiefl-ion)  they 
will  quit  the  world  with  the  comfortable  certainty  of 
their  children  being  brought  up  with  the  fame  kind  care, 
they  formerly  experienced  themfelvcs.  What  Philofo- 
pher.  Epicurean  or  Stoick,  could  wifh  for  more  ? In 
thefe  iflands  and  colonies  only,  do  the  highly  favoured 
Africans  realize  the  fabulous  hiftory  of  the  golden  age. 
Was  their  happy  ftate  but  known  in  Great-Biitain  and 
Ireland — what  emigrations  there  would  be  in  fcarch  of 
this  terreftrial  elyfium  ? A61s  of  Parliament  would  then 
be  really  neceflary — not  indeed  to  comply  with  the  vifi- 
onary  fchemes  of  gloomy  enthufiafts — but  to  prevent  the 
entire  depopulation  ofthofe  kingdoms. 

Thecaufel  plead  is  fo  well  fupported  by  the  Suffrages 
of  Cuftom  and  Right  Reafon,  that  I fear  I have  made  an 
apology  to  the  public  neceffary  for  detaining  it’s  attention 
folong  on  arguments  drav/n  from  fclf-evident  principles. 
IhavcheardofacertainPhilofophcr  who  wrote  a large  folip 
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lume  to  prove  that  light  came  from  the  Sun.  I flatter 
myfelf  I am  more  excufeable,  as  I write  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  gloomy  fanaticks,  who  to  mulifii  obftinacy  join 
a mod  illiberal  and  malevolent  turn  of  thinking  ; and  I 
have  no  lefs  in  view  than  to  convince  them  of  errors  far 

fnore  mifchievous  in  their  confequences,  than  any  that 

could  arife  from  its  remaining  undetermined,  what  may 
be  the  true  fource  of  light. 

That  the  Addrefs  is  a fcandalous  libel,  in  which  fome 
®f  the  Weft-Indians  are  unworthily  traduced,  I have  al- 
ready proved  ; and  am  furc  that  the  lead  the  public  can 
do,  to  tedify  a decent  detedation  of  it’s  mod  malevolent 
danders,  is  to  have  it  formally  committed  totheflames  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  The  inhabitants 
fliould  confider  that  the  Wed-Indies  form  a confidcrable 
branch  oftheir  commerce,  and  that  therefore  it  ill  becomes 
them  to  fuder  any  pradice  to  be  opprobrioufly  digmatr- 
zed  as  unjud  or  impolitic,  in  which  the  Wed-lndians 
happen  to  be  concerned.  They  ftrould  alfo  remember, 
that  a genteel  fum  of  money  was  lately  received  from 
that  quarter,  for  the  ufe  of  their  College,  for  which  they 
have  been  highly  commended  by  its  Proved.  Every 
one  mud  fuppofe  that  in  delivering  his  commendations, 
he  fpokc  the  fentiments  of  the  other  Profeflbrs,  and  fure- 
]y  thofe  Gentlemen,  equally  remarkable  for  their  piety 
and  learning,  would  not  have  bedowed  praifes  on  a peo- 
ple, whofe  conduit  irt  any  refpeit  was  exceptionable.  It 
is  therefore  evident  that  all  the  Profeflbrs  are  Advocates 
for  Slavery,  and  being  learned  and  pious,  it  naturally 
follows  that  the  Slave-trade  in  itfclfand  in  its  confequen- 
ces, is  not  at  all  inconfident  with  religion  or  found  po- 
licy. 
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'What  will  not  this  fame  Addreffer  and  hh  affociates  de- 
I'erve,  if  in  refentment  for  their  infamous  ufage  of  them, 
the  Weft-Indians  fbould  determine  to  decline^heir  com- 
merce with  the  porthern  colonies  of  America?  Refent- 
ment working  in  men  of  honour,  may  carry  them  a great 
way.  They  may  find  refources  to  fupply  themfelve,: 
with  flour  and  pork,  or  with  fuccedaneums  that  will  do 
as  well.  The  white  people  of  fortune  in  the  Weft-In- 
dies are  comparatively  but  few  in  number,  and  might  be 
fupplied  nearly  with  allt^ufe  of  thefe  articles  from  the 
Carolinas.  It  would  then  only  remain  to  fupply  the 
lower  clafs  of  whites,  and  the  demands  of  the  Negroes, 
IS  fuppoled  that  one  hundred  thoufand  Slaves  are 
yearly  Ihipped  in  the  African  ports  for  the  Britifh  Weft- 
India  iflands.  Of  thefe  perhaps  twenty  thoufand  die  on 
the  paflage.  Now  when  their  death  is  not  occafioned  by 
any  bad  diforder,  if  there  was  a proper  quantity  of  fait 
on  board,  the  bodies  might  be  cured  in  pickle  or  fmoak ; 
and  the  fame  method  purfued  with  thofe  that  die  on  land, 
or  are  paft  labour.  A confiderable  quantity  of  provifion 
might  be  thus  procured  that  would  furnifli  a tolerable  fuc- 
cedaneum  for  and  hams.  I have  never  heard  that 
this  kind  of  meat  is  deemed  un  vholefome,  but  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  Cannibals  are  a hardy  robuft  race  of 
people. — —The  fcheme  is  new,  and  might  not  be  very 
eligible — I only  mention  it  as  3.  dernier  reforty  and  which 
a very  high  degree  of  refentment  only  could  ever  incline 
them  to  have  recourfe  to. 


F I N I S. 


